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THE PATH TO TRUE SUCCESS
Character, Faithfulness and Responsible Stewardship

Success is one of the most desired yet misunderstood experiences in human
life. Almost everyone wants to succeed, but not everyone pauses to ask an
important question: What does it truly mean to be successful?

"He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in
much."
Luke 16:10

THE CENTRAL MESSAGE

True success is not measured only by what we acquire or accomplish. It is also measured by the
character we develop, the people we serve, the responsibilities we fulfil, and the faithfulness with
which we use what God has placed in our hands.
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1 SUCCESS IS MORE THAN ACHIEVEMENT

In contemporary society, success is often measured by visible achievements. A person may be considered
successful because of the size of their house, the value of their possessions, their educational
qualifications, professional position, popularity, influence, wealth or social connections. While there is
nothing inherently wrong with achievement, education, financial progress or material comfort, these
things alone cannot provide a complete definition of success.

A person may possess much and yet have little peace. One may achieve professional recognition while
losing meaningful relationships. Another may become financially wealthy but emotionally exhausted,
spiritually empty or morally compromised.

Achievement has value, but character gives achievement moral direction and lasting meaning.

Jesus presents a definition of success that is very different from the standards of the world. His emphasis
is not merely on what we possess, but on the kind of people we are becoming. In the teaching of Christ,
success is deeply connected to character, faithfulness, integrity, stewardship, service and obedience to
God.

Achievement is important, but achievement without character can become dangerous. A person may have
intelligence without wisdom, influence without integrity, wealth without generosity, authority without
humility and knowledge without compassion. When this happens, achievement may become a platform
for pride, exploitation and self-destruction.

Questions that go deeper than outward success
• What kind of person am I becoming?

• Can people trust me?

• Do I keep my promises?

• Do I treat people with respect?

• Am I faithful when nobody is watching?

• Am I using my opportunities to serve others?

• Am I pleasing God in the way I live?
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"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?"

Mark 8:36

We must therefore be careful not to gain possessions while losing our peace, gain recognition while losing
our family, gain influence while losing our integrity, or gain wealth while losing our relationship with God.

2 FAITHFULNESS IN SMALL THINGS

Many people desire greater opportunities while neglecting their present responsibilities. They want a
larger platform, a better job, a bigger ministry, greater financial resources or wider influence. However,
Jesus teaches that greater responsibility is often connected to faithfulness in smaller assignments.

How do you handle the little money currently in your possession? How do you treat the few people
presently under your leadership? How do you perform the ordinary duties assigned to you? How do you
behave when there is no applause, recognition or immediate reward?

The habits we develop in small matters often become the patterns we carry into larger responsibilities. A
person who is dishonest with a small amount may remain dishonest when more is entrusted to them.
Someone who is careless with a minor responsibility may not automatically become responsible when
given a major position. Greater opportunity does not always change character. In many cases, it simply
reveals the character that has already been formed.

DAILY FAITHFULNESS

Faithfulness is found in arriving on time, keeping one's word, completing assignments, honouring
commitments, speaking truthfully, treating people fairly, returning what belongs to others, and
doing what is right even when it is inconvenient.

Success is not built only in public moments. It is built quietly through the small decisions we make every
day.
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3 CHARACTER IS THE FOUNDATION OF LASTING SUCCESS

A strong life grows upward because its roots go deep: integrity, humility, courage and faithfulness.

Talent may open doors, but character helps us remain behind those doors. A person's gifts may attract
attention, but it is integrity, humility, discipline and emotional maturity that sustain influence over time.
Without strong character, success can become temporary and destructive.

Character is demonstrated through honesty, responsibility, compassion, self-control, courage, patience
and consistency. It is reflected in the way we respond to pressure, disappointment, temptation and
opposition.

"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches."
Proverbs 22:1

A good name is not created by advertising alone. It is built through years of trustworthy behaviour. It
develops when people repeatedly observe that our words and actions agree.

Character also becomes visible when we make mistakes. Successful people are not people who never fail.
They are people who are willing to acknowledge their mistakes, accept correction, make amends, learn
important lessons and continue growing. The ability to say, "I was wrong," "I am sorry," or "I need help," is
not weakness. It is evidence of humility and emotional maturity.

4 THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DIMENSION OF SUCCESS

From a counselling perspective, success must also include emotional and psychological wellbeing. When
people define their worth only by achievement, they may become trapped in unhealthy comparison. They
constantly measure themselves against friends, colleagues, relatives and people on social media. They may
feel inadequate whenever someone else appears to be progressing faster.

This can produce anxiety, envy, chronic dissatisfaction, low self-esteem and emotional exhaustion. A
person whose identity depends entirely on performance may believe, "I am only valuable when I am
achieving." Failure then becomes more than a disappointing event. It becomes a threat to personal
identity.
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A HEALTHIER FOUNDATION FOR IDENTITY

Human worth is deeper than performance. We are valuable because we are created in the image
of God, not merely because of what we have achieved. Achievement should be an expression of
purpose, discipline and responsible living. It should not become the sole foundation of self-worth.

Psychological success includes:
• Self-awareness and a realistic understanding of one's strengths and limitations.

• Emotional regulation and the ability to respond rather than merely react.

• Resilience after disappointment, failure and change.

• Healthy boundaries and the courage to say no when necessary.

• The ability to rest without guilt and to seek help when needed.

We should ask ourselves: Am I achieving at the expense of my mental health? Am I constantly tired,
irritable and emotionally unavailable? Have I become so busy pursuing success that I have lost the ability
to enjoy life? Success that destroys the whole person cannot be considered holistic success.

HOLISTIC SUCCESS CARES FOR THE SPIRIT, SOUL, BODY AND RELATIONSHIPS

5 SUCCESS MUST INCLUDE HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

Success becomes meaningful when it strengthens our capacity to love, listen, forgive and remain present.

No one succeeds alone. Behind many achievements are people who prayed, encouraged, advised,
sacrificed, corrected and supported us. True success should therefore strengthen our capacity to
appreciate and care for others.

What is the benefit of gaining professional recognition while neglecting one's spouse, children, family or
close relationships? What is the value of becoming widely admired while the people closest to us feel
ignored, wounded or abandoned?
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Relational success is demonstrated in the ability to love, listen, forgive, communicate respectfully and
remain emotionally present. This does not mean that every relationship will be perfect. It means that we
intentionally invest in the relationships God has entrusted to us.

How relational success appears in everyday life

Marriage Both people continue learning how to love, understand, support and
honour one another.

Parenting Children are nurtured academically, emotionally, morally, socially and
spiritually.

Leadership People are not merely used to achieve targets; they are helped to grow,
flourish and become responsible.

Friendship We practise honesty, loyalty, healthy boundaries and mutual
encouragement.

People should not simply be tools for advancing our ambitions. They are human beings created in the
image of God and deserving of dignity.

6 SUCCESS IS RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP

Biblical success is closely connected to stewardship. A steward understands that everything entrusted to
them carries responsibility. Our time, money, health, relationships, knowledge, abilities, position and
influence are resources that must be used wisely.

Stewardship asks not only, "What do I have?" but also, "How faithfully am I using it?"

Financial success is not condemned in Scripture. Wealth can be used to care for families, support ministry,
create employment, assist the vulnerable, develop communities and advance meaningful causes.
However, money becomes dangerous when it controls the heart, replaces God or becomes the measure
of human value.

The important question is not only, "How much do I have?" It is also, "What am I doing with what I have?"
Some people may have fewer resources but use them faithfully. Others may possess much but waste it
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carelessly. God's assessment is not based solely on quantity. It also considers responsibility, motive and
faithfulness.

Seven areas of stewardship

1 Time: Plan it, protect it and invest it in what matters.

2 Money: Earn honestly, spend wisely, save appropriately and give generously.

3 Health: Rest, eat responsibly, seek medical care and attend to emotional wellbeing.

4 Relationships: Be present, communicate respectfully and honour commitments.

5 Knowledge: Continue learning and use what you know to help others.

6 Influence: Lead with humility, fairness and accountability.

7 Spiritual gifts: Use them for service rather than self-exaltation.

Neglecting one's health in the name of work, ministry or achievement is not always a sign of commitment.
Sometimes it is a failure to recognise the body as a gift that requires proper care. Rest, healthy eating,
exercise, medical attention and emotional renewal are part of responsible living.

7 SUCCESS IS DOING OUR WORK WITH EXCELLENCE

Faithfulness should not become an excuse for mediocrity. Christians should aim for excellence while
maintaining humility and integrity.

"And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and
not unto men."

Colossians 3:23

Excellence means giving our best effort, developing our skills, preparing adequately, learning continually
and completing tasks responsibly. It is not perfectionism.

PERFECTIONISM EXCELLENCE

"I must never make a mistake." "I will give my best, learn from mistakes and
continue improving."

Produces fear, shame and paralysis. Encourages preparation, courage and
growth.

Measures worth by flawless performance. Separates personal worth from the
outcome of one task.
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We should continue learning, accepting constructive feedback and developing our gifts. God-given
potential should not be buried under laziness, fear or excuses. Nevertheless, our pursuit of excellence
must remain guided by godly values. We should never compromise truth, exploit people or abandon our
convictions merely to appear successful.

COUNSELLING PERSPECTIVE

A healthy achiever can receive correction without collapsing into shame. They can celebrate
progress without becoming proud and acknowledge limitations without despising themselves.

8 FAILURE IS NOT THE END OF THE JOURNEY

Resilience does not deny the storm; it learns how to keep growing through it.

The path to success is rarely a straight line. It often includes disappointment, delay, rejection, mistakes and
unexpected change. Many people abandon their purpose because they interpret temporary failure as
permanent defeat. But failure can become a teacher when approached with humility.

After disappointment, ask:
• What can I learn from this experience?

• What must I do differently?

• Was my goal realistic?

• Did I prepare adequately?

• Do I need further training, guidance or support?

• Is God redirecting my path?

Some failures reveal weaknesses that need attention. Others expose unhealthy motives. Some teach
patience, while others open the way to better opportunities. Failure may affect our plans, but it does not
have to destroy our identity.

A mature person does not deny the pain of failure. They acknowledge the disappointment, process the
emotions, seek wisdom, make necessary adjustments and rise again. Success therefore includes resilience:
the ability to recover, learn and continue moving forward.
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A COMPASSIONATE REMINDER

You may have failed at something, but that does not mean you are a failure. Separate the event
from your identity. Grieve what was lost, learn what is needed, receive support, and take the next
responsible step.

9 SUCCESS MUST BE CONNECTED TO PURPOSE

Purpose helps us choose what matters and refuse distractions that consume time without producing lasting value.

True success is not merely doing many things. It is doing the right things for the right reasons. Busyness is
not always productivity, and visibility is not always significance.

A person may be extremely busy but disconnected from their true purpose. They may be involved in many
activities while neglecting the assignment that matters most. Purpose helps us organise our priorities. It
enables us to say yes to what is meaningful and no to distractions that consume time without producing
lasting value.

Purpose asks:
• Why has God given me these abilities?

• Whose life should be improved through my service?

• What problem am I called to help solve?

• What legacy will remain after I am gone?

A purpose-driven life moves beyond personal advancement. It seeks to contribute to the wellbeing of
others. Success becomes more meaningful when our knowledge helps the uninformed, our resources
assist the needy, our experience guides the younger generation and our influence promotes justice,
compassion and godliness.
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9B SUCCESS INCLUDES SERVICE

Greatness is not only found in the number of people who serve us, but in our willingness to serve others.

Jesus demonstrated that greatness is connected to service. The world often defines greatness by the
number of people who serve us. Christ defines greatness by our willingness to serve others.

Leadership is therefore not merely occupying a position. It is accepting responsibility for the growth and
wellbeing of people. Successful leaders do not only ask, "What can these people do for me?" They also
ask, "How can I help them grow?"

Successful ministers do not seek only large congregations. They seek transformed lives. Successful
counsellors do not merely demonstrate knowledge. They create safe and ethical spaces where people can
receive support, insight and hope. Successful parents do not merely demand obedience. They model the
values they want their children to develop.

Service gives success a human face. It ensures that our progress becomes a blessing rather than a source
of pride.

10 THE DANGER OF COMPARISON

One of the greatest enemies of meaningful success is unhealthy comparison. People have different
backgrounds, opportunities, responsibilities, gifts, challenges and seasons of life. Comparing our journey
with someone else's journey can cause discouragement or pride.

When we think we are behind, comparison may create inferiority. When we think we are ahead, it may
create arrogance. Our responsibility is not to become another person. It is to become faithful with what
God has entrusted to us.

A BETTER QUESTION

Instead of asking, "Why am I not like them?" ask, "Am I becoming more faithful, disciplined and
mature than I was yesterday?" Someone else's success does not automatically mean your failure.

We can appreciate the progress of others without despising our own journey. Success should be
measured by obedience, growth and responsible stewardship, not merely by competition.
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11 A PRACTICAL PATH TO TRUE SUCCESS

1
Redefine success
Decide what kind of person you want to become, not only what you want to acquire.

2
Practise daily faithfulness
Let ordinary responsibilities become the training ground for larger opportunities.

3
Build strong character
Choose honesty, humility, discipline, compassion and accountability.

4
Care for your whole person
Attend to your spiritual, emotional, physical and relational wellbeing.

5
Manage what you have
Use time, money, health, knowledge and influence responsibly.

6
Pursue excellence
Prepare well, develop your skills and keep learning without demanding perfection.

7
Learn from setbacks
Process disappointment, seek wisdom, adjust and continue.

8
Live purposefully
Let your gifts address real needs and bless other people.

9
Maintain accountability
Welcome people who can ask honest questions and correct you in love.

10
Keep God at the centre
Prayer, Scripture, worship and obedience protect success from becoming an idol.

MY PERSONAL SUCCESS COVENANT

1 I will choose character over image.

2 I will value faithfulness more than applause.

3 I will practise stewardship instead of waste.

4 I will serve people rather than use them.

5 I will pursue obedience rather than comparison.
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12 QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION

These questions are not intended to condemn us. They are invitations to honest reflection, renewed
commitment and purposeful growth.

1 What is my present definition of success?

2
Has my pursuit of achievement strengthened or weakened my relationship with
God?

3 Am I faithful in the small responsibilities currently entrusted to me?

4 Can people trust my words and actions?

5
Am I growing professionally while neglecting my emotional, physical or relational
wellbeing?

6 What sacrifices am I making in the name of success, and are those sacrifices healthy?

7 Who is benefiting from the gifts, knowledge and resources God has given me?

8 What kind of legacy am I building?

"Well done, thou good and faithful servant."
Matthew 25:21

MY NEXT FAITHFUL STEP
One practical action I will take within the next seven days:
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FAITHFULNESS IS SUCCESS
At the end of life, the most important question may not be, "How much did I
possess?" It may be, "How faithfully did I use what I was given?"

True success is not limited to public recognition, wealth, qualifications or position. It is becoming a person
of character, fulfilling one's God-given purpose, serving others, nurturing healthy relationships and
remaining faithful through every season.

Some people may never become famous, yet they may be deeply successful in the sight of God. They may
faithfully raise their families, serve their communities, honour their commitments, encourage others and
live with integrity.

Notice that the commendation in Matthew 25:21 was not merely, "Well done, thou famous servant," or
"Well done, thou wealthy servant." It was good and faithful servant. This is the success we should pursue.

LET US SEEK PROGRESS WITHOUT LOSING OUR PRINCIPLES

Let us pursue excellence without sacrificing our wellbeing. Let us build wealth without becoming
controlled by it. Let us accept leadership without abandoning humility. Let us achieve great things while
remaining faithful in the small things.

May our success be measured not only by what we accumulate, but by whom we become, whom we
serve and how faithfully we fulfil the responsibilities God has placed in our hands.

A Prayer for True Success
PRAYER

Lord, teach me to define success according to Your truth. Give me the grace to be faithful in small
responsibilities, honest in private, humble in achievement and resilient in disappointment. Help
me to use my time, health, relationships, resources and influence wisely. Guard my heart from
comparison, pride and the worship of possessions. May my life serve others, honour Christ and
leave a legacy of faithfulness. Amen.

Counsellor James Kofi Abbrey
Licensed Professional Counsellor, Coach, Trainer and Minister of the Gospel
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